February / March 2005

_ommuni

http:/mww.CCl Sstanford.org

ue

Community Committee for | nternational Students at Stanford Unlversty

CCIS Programs
Associates + Cooking + Community Advisors + English Classes + English-in-Action + Homestay + Hospitality
+ International Women'’s Circle + Loan Closet + Professional Liaison + Spouse Fund

CCI S Spouse Fund makes 30 grantsto international spousesin 2004

The CCIS Spouse Education Fund made a record number
of grants in 2004, continuing its program of providing
encouragement to spouses and partners of international
studentsand scholarsto enroll in educational activitieswhile
here at Stanford.

The Spouse Education Fund was established in 1984 in
recognition of the fact that spouses have typically
interrupted their education or career in order to accompany
their partners while studying at Stanford. The fund makes
small grants ($500 maximum) to encourage these spouses
to further their education or training by enrolling in aloca
college or institution while they live here. Although the
individual grants usually fund only a small portion of their
expenses, they do provide encouragement to get started.

In October 2004, the Spouse Fund Committee received 35
applications for grants from international spouses
representing 21 different countries. Each applicant was
required to give his or her educational and employment
background, state the purpose of the grant and the amount
requested. After reviewing the applications the committee,
with Gwyn Dukes in an advisory capacity, conducted
interviews in early November and 30 grants were made.
The amount of each grant is based both on need and merit.
Merits of applicants were excellent, which made awarding
of individual grantsdifficult sincewe had only about $8000
to spend.

Each grantee reportsto Gwyn Dukeson individual progress
and any changesin circumstancesthat may havetaken place.
We know how much these grants are appreciated from the
letters and comments of appreciation.

Money for grants comes from donations from CCIS
members. We also received a $500 donation from the
Stanford Credit Union. Money is available both from
donationsfor current grants, and also from income from
the endowment Fund. CCI S members who donate to the
Spouse Fund may specify the endowment or current
giving. The fund’'s annual appeal for donations will be
sentin April.

Following are the 2004 grantees:

Maria Gabriela Castro (Chile) to begin work toward a Certificate
in Project Management at U.C. Berkeley.

Yuri Chang (Korea) to study art in Continuing Studies at Stanford.
Adeline S. Chin (Canada) will attend an American Water Works
Association seminar.

Soon Ja Hong (Korea) to support special studiesin music.
Ying-Wen Huang (Taiwan) for fall 2005. Biological Science at
Stanford.

Min J. Jeong (Korea) to fulfill prerequisites for studies of treat-
ments for special disabilities.

Kyoung Suk Jo (Korea) to fulfill prerequisites for graduate study
in economics.

Suw-Youn Jun (Korea) for Palo Alto Adult School coursesin art
and English.

Gabridla Klerian (Mexico) will attend Stanford Continuing
Studies to work toward a certificate in design.

Fei Lel (China) will study Accountancy at San Jose State

JieLi (China) will study Computer Engineering at San Jose State in
autumn of 2005.

Yonit Lustig plans to attend Santa Clara University for Computer
Engineering.

Maria Celine Pang (Philippines) will complete a certificatein
teaching English as a Second Language at U.C. Berkeley Exten-
sion.

Feng Qui (China) will work towards and Associate degree in
Nursing at de Anza.

Nafiseh Rahimzadeh (Iran) to prepare for exams for interning as
practicing pharmacist.

Hiroko Srulovici (Japan) to study French at San Jose State.
Christian Bloch Thomsen (Denmark) to work on certification for
aversion of Lotus Notes software.

Monica Torreiro-Casal (Spain) to continue Masters studiesin
Counseling Psychology at Santa Clara University.

Marina van Door nik (Lithuania) to take a course on controlling
business risks at Stanford Continuing Studies.

Monica Vidalon (Peru) to continue studies for a BA in Business
Marketing at University of San Francisco.

Hana VIhova-Wor ner (Czech Rep.) will attend International
Congress for Medieval Studies at Western Michigan.

—morerecipientson page 3



The President’s Column ...

Sitting in the living room of the I-Center during the
music portion of the CCIS Potluck/Music Night we
are listening to a young K orean woman pleasantly
play the piano as though sheis among family.There
will be three pianists— all Asians (photos below).
For some reason Asians have taken up Western
music often studying piano or vialin.

| get a strange sense that there has been some kind
of time warp and that we' ve been transported back to another age before
electricity — atime when people filled their evenings by entertaining each
other. The room contributes to the atmosphere with its beamed ceiling and
large fireplace. The end of the room, behind the piano, consists of six very
tall, glass-paneled doors that form a bay window opening onto a garden like
something from of a 19th century evening out of a Jane Austen or Wilkie
Collins novel.

A Japanese music graduate from Osako closes the evening. She
begins with alightning-fast Chopin. Triplets scampered down the keyboard
while the rhythm stretched from fast to slow to fast again. It was like the
music was printed on an elastic sheet which the player stretched and
released allowing the notes to move further apart and then closer once more.

There may be fifty or sixty of us here listening to the music. |
suspect that many of us, if we giveit thought, missthis style of life that we
have lost to professional entertainers who come into our homesviaTV,
radio, and recordings. L :ive music touches us much more deeply becausein
being here we experience rather than have the sounds pass over us
passively, and we are less distractable.

It feels good to be a part of these evenings in which we can
participate in alifestyle that our ancestors enjoyed. We thank Youn-mi Park,
Noriko Oba, Alison Wu for sharing their talent and the pleasure they derive
from their instrument with us.

John Heron

from left to right,

Noriko Oba - Osaka, Japan

Youn-mi Park - Andong, Korea

& Alison Wu - Shanghai, China

How sweet the music sleeps upon this bank! Here will we sit,
and let the sounds of music Creep in our ears; soft stillness
and the night Become the touches of sweet harmony.
The Merchant of Venice (1596-8) act 5, sc.l, |. 54
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Carolyn Gannon, Treasurer . 650-851-5528
treasurer@ccisstanford.org
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650-854-2840 Mary Ann Saunders
650-324-1466 ......ceecvveveeinen. Karen Sortino
................... englishclasses@ccisstanford.org

English-in-Action ................. Joyce Garbutt
650-367-6214 .............. eiajoyce@pacbell.net
....................................... eia@ccisstanford.org
Friday Morning Coffee ..........ccccoeee wx
Historian ......ccccccoeeeea. Mary Pat Gaspich
650-823-3443 ...... historian@ccisstanford.org
Homestay .......ccccvvvvviiiiineennnns Usha Sekar
650-941-7119 .... homestay@ccisstanford.org
Hospitality .....ccocceeeviiiiiiieenins Usha Sekar

650-941-7119 .... homestay@ccisstanford.org
Loan Closet Co-Chairs .......ccccceveeeevererieneae

650-321-4026 .....cccvveerreeenrrennee. Mid Schubert
650-366-1407 ............... Chula Morel-Seytoux
........................... loancloset@ccisstanford.org
Membership .......cccoeeveeeenn. Sharlyn Heron

408-255-4083 membership@ccisstanford.org
Professional Liaison ..... Carolyn Gannon

650-851-5528 ............... plp@ccisstanford.org
Publicity ......ccoveveeiiiiiinne Karen McNay
650-327-7041 ...... publicity@ccisstanford.org
Spouse Fund .................. Jack Rutherdale

650-854-0798 spousefund@ccisstanford.orgt

*** position open
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|-Center Staff

John Pearson, Director, Rm.215 ........... 725-0889
pearsonj@stanford.edu
Ann Blizard, Office/Building Mgr. ........... 725-0887

ablizard@stanford.edu
Marga Castaldini, Rm. Res, 8 AM—Noon725-0879
margac@stanford.edu

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT ADVISORS

Students with questions regarding their visa status,
employment, etc.
Rolando Villalobos ... 723-1832
visa@Ieland.stanford.edu
F-1 visa holders (I-20); J-1 visa holders (IAP-66)
LYyNn KFONEr ...ccooviiiiiiiiiiiieeeieee e 725-0890
lynn.kroner@stanford.edu
F-1 visa holders (1-20)
AnnaPuigdollers ..o, 723-1271
Reception/Information
annapu@stanford.edu

INTERNATIONAL SCHOLAR ADVISORS

Visiting professors or researchers holding an H-1 or
J-1visa

Lee Madden ......cccoveeeiieeeiiee e 725-0888
lee.madden@stanford.edu

Kayleen Joyce McDonald ..................... 725-0885
kjoyce@stanford.edu

Brian GroVes ......cccccccvevivveiiieesiiesiinens 725-5053

bkgroves@stanford.edu

ADVISOR TO INTERNATIONAL FAMILIES

Programs offered by I-Center and other University
offices; adjusting to life in the US

GWYN DUKES .vveeeiieecie e 723-1834
gdukes@stanford.edu

OFFICE OF INTERNATIONAL VISITORS

Dinner/Discussion series and other programs for
professional and academic international visitors

Jennifer Laine .....coccceveeveviee e 723-1984
jlaine@stanford.edu

I-CENTER COMPUTER SERVICES

Website setup and maintenance, etc.

Shirley Harris ..o, 723-0377
shirley.harris@stanford.edu

OVERSEAS RESOURCE CENTER

Information about scholarships such as Fulbright,
Rhodes, Marshall, Churchill, NSEP and/or non-
Stanford study-abroad programs. Passport photos.

Courtney ROUtE .......oeeviiiiiiiiiiieecces 725-0881
cjroute@stanford.edu
Katie ROULE ....coooeviiieeciciieee e 725-0881

keroute@stanford.edu

I-CENTER HOSTS
Rachel & Armin Schwartzman
soyita5@yahoo.com

i-center-social@lists.stanford.edu

John Pearson, International Center Director

New Neighbors for Bechtel?

Some CCIS members may have read about
the proposed new law school dorm that isto
be built in the center of campus, near to the
present site of the Haas Center for Public
Service. This areais home to a number of
older and smaller buildings. Thereis aplan to preserve these buildings
and move them to a new home on campus.

For two or three of these buildings this new homeisin front of
Bechtel, in the parking area. The plan, as we understand it, isto
remove the current metered parking and have the area become a
pedestrian walkway with some landscaping. The houses will then be
situated in the area now occupied by some of the “A” lot and some of
the metered parking.

| am not sure which houses will be re-located but some of the older
houses in the area where the new dorm will rise include: Owen House,
Mariposa, the Drell House, and the campus bike shop.

We will look at this as an opportunity to increase the activity in
the area around Bechtel, and especially if our new neighbors house
student organizations. But, of course, there are some concerns,
including how many “A* parking places will be lost, what kind of
landscaping will be done, and how long the project will take. | will
keep CCISinformed as | find out more information.

With very best wishes

John

John Pearson,Director
Bechtel International Center
Phone: 650-725-0889

FAX: 650-725-0886

email: pearsonj @stanford.edu
http://icenter.stanford.edu

Following are more 2004 Spouse Fund grantees:

Ana Paula Toledo Miranda (Brazil) will continue studies in Statistics at Cal. State at
Hayward.

Daniela Christina Nelke (Germany) will attend drama classes at Foothill College.
Hooi-See Ng (Singapore) will study Creativity and Leadership at Stanford Continuing
Studies.

Mayuko Yamamoto (Japan) will continue business studies toward a certificate at
Foothill College.

Qi Wen (China) is working toward her MS in Engineering Management at Stanford.
Shangxuan Zhang (China) will attend Stanford to get her MS in Computer Science.
Rong Zhu (China) is working toward her MS in Accounting at San Francisco State.
Carolina Crispino (Uruguay) is working toward her certification in Family Practice
Medicine U.C. Berkeley

Congratulationsto each and every one of these Spouse Fund Recipients
and thanks, in advance, to all CCI S memberswho fund this program!
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Life in Stanford: Two-Months’ Experience as a Spouse —by Kunyoung Park

It's been about two months since | came to Stanford as a
spouse of an international student. To me, it feels more than
two months since | left my country.

(1) Let'sfaceit, two months can be either a short period of
time and/or along period of time. | think | feel that way
because | came to Stanford just half a month after | got
married. | went through so many changesin a very short span
of time.

(2) As a matter of fact, | feel like | have become a different
person atogether from what | had been in Korea, my home
country. | feel that | became more mature and unselfish.

When | came to Stanford with my husband two months
ago, | did not expect that | would (3) have the time of my life
here. | knew that living in aforeign country, especialy as a
wife of a student, would be hard. Even before my marriage
and coming to the U.S,, | fully understood that my husband
could not (4) spend much time with me having fun because he
would have to catch up on his studies. | also understood that |
would have to (5) start from scratch to get adjusted to my new
surroundings, and | would not be able to talk to my family and
friendsin Koreaas | used to. However, | (6) had my heart set
on marrying my husband and coming to the U.S. because |
knew that | could not be truly happy without him.

Still, it (7) took a while to adapt to my new circum-stances.
Inthe U.S., | was neither aforeign policy researcher who has
an MA, nor a princess-like daughter who does not do any

household tasks. | was a housewife, and | had to cook,
wash the dishes, do the laundry, and clean the house. |
was unsatisfied with my lifein Stanford because | felt
like |l did not (8) have a lot going for myself here. My
discontent about my helplessness directed to my
husband, and | often argued with him. | felt that my
husband, the reason | am in the U.S., did not understand
and support me emotionally as | expected him to do for a
newly wed bride. | felt lonely and would cry and miss
my family in Korea.

However, | got to know that | was not the only one
who felt thisway. | began to interact with other spouses
at the I-Center and alocal Korean church, and the young
newly married women have had the same difficulties as
I’ve had. After sharing my experiences as a spouse of an
international student, | (9) changed my mind and didn’t
blame my husband for my felling lonely and blue being
inthe U.S. | now understand that he is doing his best for
our future and he tries to spend as much time as he can
with me. Whenever | miss my family, or anything that is
back in Korea, | (10) keep in mind that it was my choice
to bein the U.S. with my husband and we have to (11)
stick together and support each other as a couple to live
happily ever after. <>

in Korea and done a great job of it too!”

Note: Kunyoung Park is a student in the English Classes provided, without cost, at the I-Center. In this lesson, students
were asked to use the phrases shown in italics creatively in their writing assignment. MaryAnn Saunders, her teacher,
commented: “This is a wonderful paper, well thought out and beautifully expressed. You have grown a lot from your life

Bechtd International Center * Sanford University

A dating service

Some folks are beginning to wonder what CCISis. Isit simply a matching service or is it a membership organization? Since most of
what we do involves linking volunteers and Stanford’s internationals, it is only natural for people to call up to ask if we have any
one from a particular country that they could meet for English in Action or Hospitality.

Not much wrong with that, although most volunteer organizations have a procedure that involves filling out membership forms and
being interviewed. CCIS tradition has been more laid back than that. We don’t even require dues, but we do ask for contributions
that when accumulated pay the bills of a $6000 budget. We offer training, like the one on March 1, that a handful attend. The
Annual meeting in April will draw maybe thirty-five people. OK, so more people prefer to talk with their partner than go to a

meeting. Not abig surprise there either.

Our comfortable looseness does generate afew problems. We think that the 700 people listed in our database have a desire to
remain connected to CCIS. We send out the Communiqué and get maybe forty back. The four hundred emails sent to announce a
Potluck/Music Night generate eighty or so bounces. Year after year the Membership Form mailed with areturn envelopein July

returns about 180 responses. In order to make it more noticeable we changed the form to yellow this year. While it looks nice, that
didn’t make much difference. So when asked how many people are members of CCIS, we honestly can’t say. We will, however, be
sending out another letter in a few weeks to those people we haven’t heard from in awhile. If you get one, pleasefill it out. We'd
love to hear from you.
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Thingstodo atthe I-Center ..o and Potluck/Music Nights

The Life of Prominent
Women - Reading Group

Join Mariellaand Marina as they
read and discuss the life journey of a
few famous women who have hel ped
shape history and influence our lives.

Bring a brown bag lunch, tea and
coffee will be available. In February,
we will concentrate on Madeleine
Albright. During the month of March
we will study the life and work of
Margareth Thatcher. For further
information about these events and
more detail about the reading list,
please contact Mariella Pellegrino

(mp10004@cam.ac.uk) After the concert, which also included
wonderful music by Ron George (singer
and guitarist from India), Hubert Ho
(pianist from China), and Philipp Blume
Thu., Feb 3, 10, 17, Mar 3, 10, & 17, (singer from Germany), everyone was
from 12:00 - 1:30p.m. privileged to enjoy more dessert!

Joy Li, piano teacher, and her pupil
Shiori Takahashi of Japan (above)
perform a duet for a rapt audience
following a potluck supper (right) at
Bechtel International Center on Feb.6.

or MarinaBourgain
(Marina.Bourgain@I UE.it).

*khkkkkk*k

Mr. & Mrs. Takahasi, proud parents of young pianist Shiori, provided ahuge
cake (see below) to commeorate the evening’s festivities.

(Back row: Tomomi Takahasi and afamily friend. Front row: two friendsand
Shiori.)

Volunteers!

Would you like to
become more involved
in CCIS (Community
Committee for
Inter national Sudents),
a prestigious group of
volunteers who like to
meet and greet new
foreign students and
their spouses?

The position of Chair for the
English-in-Action (EIA) program
will beavailableasof May 31, 2005.
For more information, please call
John Heron (CCIS President) or
Joyce Garbutt (current EIA Chair).
Phone numbers and email addresses
are listed on page 2 of this
publication.
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Palo Alto, CA

2005........... CALENDAR
[] March 1, Tues. Volunteer Training, 7:00 PM
[] March 9, Thurs. CCIS Associates Meeting, 11:00 AM
D March 10, Thurs. CCIS Board Meeting, 9:30 AM
[] April 14  CCIS Annual Meeting, Thursday 4:00 PM
[] May 7 International Festival, Saturday, all day
[] May 8 CCIS Potluck Music Night, Sunday, 6:00 PM
[] May 12 CCIS Board Meeting, Thursday 9:30 AM
|:| June9 CCIS Board Meeting, Thursday, 9:30 AM
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